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This presentation:

• suggests strategies schools can implement to promote a successful 

start to school, particularly for the Kindergarten 2021 cohort

• introduces the ‘Strong and successful start to school: Transition 

guidelines’

• links to resources and professional learning that support the 

implementation of the Transition guidelines

• suggests tools to support the evaluation of current transition 

practices.

Outcomes
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• Kindergarten 2021 students will start school having had a different early 

childhood education experience.  

• Additional support may be required to support these new students to adjust to 

the routines and expectations of school. 

• Recommended actions to take to support the Kindergarten 2021 cohort include:

oanalysing data to inform planning

outilising age-appropriate pedagogies 

oproviding purposeful play-based learning experiences

o intentionally teaching social and emotional skills

o continuing to monitor the COVID-19 staff advice. 

Key messages for schools and staff – Kindergarten 2021 cohort

https://education.nsw.gov.au/inside-the-department/covid-19/school-staff


NSW Department of Education

6

Find these courses on the Early Learning professional learning website
education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning

Play-based pedagogy (Part 2): Working with families - This presentation focuses on practical 

ways to work in partnerships with families in providing meaningful learning through play 

experiences in the home.  

Supporting learning remotely: Age appropriate pedagogies - This recording unpacks the 

eleven characteristics and six approaches of age-appropriate pedagogies and asks viewers to 

consider and reflect on each of these in the context of supporting young students.

Play-based pedagogy (Part 1): Supporting young learners - Young children learn best when 

they are actively engaged, interacting and co-constructing learning. This presentation 

supports teachers to know how to assess learning in everyday play situations. 

Professional learning related to age-appropriate pedagogies

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/transition-to-school-statement-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/play-based-pedagogy---part-2--working-with-families-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/supporting-young-learners--age-appropriate-pedagogy-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/play-based-pedagogy---part-1--supporting-young-learners-
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After reflecting on the needs of your Kindergarten students, 

consider:

• What information is available to you about the children to 

support your planning and professional decisions?

• Are there any students with specific needs who you need 

more information about, or whose family you want to 

meet with, before they commence?

• What adjustments or modifications will you make this 

term, compared to your usual practices?

• How will you organise your classroom environment to 

facilitate age-appropriate pedagogies?

Reflection prompts
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Read the 
guidelines 

(PDF 2.9 MB)

Alignment with departmental priorities

Evidence base

Principles and practices of high-
quality transition

Strong partnerships  

Continuity of learning

Strong and successful start to school: Transition guidelines

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/el-strong-and-successful-start-to-school-transition-guidelines.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/el-strong-and-successful-start-to-school-transition-guidelines.pdf
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Go to video

This video features transition experts, Emeritus Professor 

Sue Dockett and Emeritus Professor Bob Perry in 

conversation with Early Learning Coordinator, Jacqui Ward, 

around the evaluation of transition practices.

Open tool 
(DOCX 1MB)

The ‘Strong start to school: Transition assessment and 

planning tool’ supports planning for effective transition 

practices, through the school excellence cycle of continuous 

improvement. 

Key resources

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/conversations-on-transition-with-sue-dockett-and-bob-perry
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/transition-assessment-planning-tool.DOCX
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Open poster 
(PDF 558KB) 

The ‘Strong and successful start to school’ poster describes 

characteristics of effective transition for different 

stakeholders, and suggests actions teachers and schools 

can take to promote a strong start to school. 

Open poster 
(PDF 337MB) 

The ‘Transition timeline’ poster suggests timing for 

transition planning and implementation actions, across 

the school year.

Key resources

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/what-does-a-strong-start-to-school-look-like.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/early-learning-transition-to-school-timeline.pdf
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1. As you browse the Transition guidelines, note any sections you’d 

like to discuss further with your school transition team.

2. After reading the statements of high quality practice noted in 

the assessment and planning tool, evaluate your school’s recent 

transition practices. Were all the areas addressed (ready 

schools, ready communities, ready families and ready children)?  

3. Reread and unpack the statement of high quality practice in 

relation to ‘Ready schools: Welcoming and inclusive practices’, 

and consider:

- What does each action look like in your school context?

- Are there any areas needing attention?

4. After viewing the transition timeline, identify any commonalities 

with your school’s transition timeline, as well as any gaps.

Reflection prompts
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The School Excellence Framework 

(Learning Domain: Learning Culture: 

Transitions and continuity of 

learning) describes excelling 

practice as,

The school engages in strong 

collaboration between parents, 

students and the community that 

inform and support continuity of 

learning for all students at 

transition points.  

The NSW Department of Education 

Strategic Plan 2018-2022 highlights 

successful transition practices in the 

following goals: 

• All children make a strong start in 

life and learning and make a 

successful transition to school.

• Every student is known, valued and 

cared for in our schools. 

• Community confidence in public 

education is high.

Alignment with departmental priorities 
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A large body of national and 

international evidence highlights 

the critical importance of early 

learning and a positive start to 

school for all children.

Research highlights the importance 

of engaging children, families, 

professionals, educators and the 

community in planning meaningful 

transitions. 

A positive start to school is an 

element of future 

social, educational, and economic 

success, with the benefits of a 

quality transition persisting over 

time.

While the emphasis on a positive 

start to school holds for all children, 

it has been advocated as 

particularly important for children 

from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Evidence base
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Data informs 
planning, reflection 

and evaluation

Early childhood pedagogy and 
curriculum are understood 
and participation in early 
childhood  education is 

supported.  

A sense of 
belonging is 

facilitated 

High expectations 
are held

Collaborative, respectful 
relationships are developed 

and valued

A holistic 
transition program 

is provided  

Transition 
practices are 
inclusive and 

respect diversity

Principles and practices of high-quality transitions  



NSW Department of Education

Go to video

This video features transition experts, Emeritus Professor Sue Dockett 

and Emeritus Professor Bob Perry in conversation with Early Learning 

Coordinator, Jacqui Ward, around continuity of learning.

• Continuity of learning supports successful transitions and is crucial for optimising 

improved outcomes for children. 

• Schools and teachers facilitate a continuity of learning by:

o building on students’ current knowledge and skills

o utilising age-appropriate pedagogies

o developing knowledge of early childhood curriculum (The Early Years Learning Framework) and 

pedagogies.

• Information about children used to inform planning and support a continuity of learning is collected from a 

range of sources, including the ‘Transition to School Statement’ and the ‘Best Start Kindergarten Assessment’. 

Continuity of learning

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/conversations-on-transition-with-sue-dockett-and-bob-perry
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Listen to podcast 
(duration 21:43)

In this podcast, principal Kelly O’Shea discusses how Tarro Public 

School takes a whole of community approach to plan and 

implement an optimum transition.

• The expertise and perspectives of the professionals involved in a child’s life should 

be sought to support transition and continuity across services and settings.

• Orientation programs provide an ideal opportunity to connect with families and 

support them to become active participants in their child’s learning.

• Families who support their child during transition, and who have positive 

relationships with staff, are likely to continue their, and their child’s, positive 

engagement with school.

Strong partnerships support strong transitions

https://player.whooshkaa.com/episode?id=741946
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After engaging with the information and resources, 

consider:

• Which principles and practices are evident in your 

school’s transition program? Which are not evident and 

could be a future focus for improvement? 

• How do you support continuity of learning?

• Which groups or organisations does your school engage 

and collaborate with to support transition?

Reflection prompts
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Professional learning

Transition practices checklist  

Strengths-based tailored practices for 
identified equity groups

Resources for families

Additional resources to support the implementation of the Transition guidelines

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/el-strong-and-successful-start-to-school-transition-guidelines.pdf
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Find these courses on the Early Learning professional learning website
education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning

The transition to school statement

This professional learning discusses the purpose, importance and role of the statement in 

supporting continuity of learning.

Beginning school strong and successfully

This professional learning supports schools to implement the Transition guidelines and to 

plan an effective, tailored transition to school program.

Professional learning

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/transition-to-school-statement-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/transition-to-school-statement-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/professional-learning/beginning-school-strong-and-successfully--part-1--parts-2--3-and
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Open checklist 
(DOCX 1MB)

The Transition practices checklist is a quick reference guide listing evidence-based transition 

practices. It can be used at any stage of the planning cycle to determine how a school is tracking 

in terms of supporting a strong and successful start to school. 

Transition practices checklist

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/transition-practices-checklist.DOCX
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Culturally diverse 
communities
(DOCX 70KB)

Children and families from 
low socio-economic areas

(DOCX 72KB)

High potential and gifted 
education

(DOCX 72KB)

Newly arrived and refugee 
background communities 

(DOCX 71KB)

Aboriginal children, 
families and communities 

(DOCX 74KB)

Children with disability and 
learning support needs

(DOCX 72KB)

These resources provide differentiated advice on transition strategies and information to support 

strengths-based transition practices for children from identified equity groups

Strengths-based tailored practices for identified equity groups

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-multicultural.docx
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-low-SES.docx
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-HPGE.docx
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-refugee.docx
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-aboriginal.docx
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/media/documents/tailoring-transition-disability.docx
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After reading the transition practices checklist, consider:

• Which practices are being implemented well at your school?

• Are there any new practices that you would like to trial?

After browsing the targeted equity group resources, consider:

• Which documents are relevant to your school’s community 

context?

• Are your school’s resources and supports responsive to 

Aboriginal culture?

• Do your school’s transition practices include inclusive social 

opportunities to welcome families? 

• Is there a process in place for identifying, and following-up on, 

students who require additional or tailored support?  

Reflection prompts
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The department’s Starting school webpage has links to resources families can use to help 
prepare their child to start school.

Early Learning’s Resources for families webpage provides a range of resources that teachers 
can use to help families support their child’s learning at home, including the Learning every 
day in every way through play podcast series.

The Strong Start to School video animation has been developed to 
provide families with advice to support their child’s strong and 
successful start to school. 

Resources for families

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/primary-schools/starting-school
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/resources-for-families
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/resources-for-families/podcasts-for-families
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/early-learning/resources-for-families/animation-clips-for-families
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Complete 
evaluation  

Contact Early Learning

1300 083 698

earlylearning@det.nsw.edu.au

Thank you  

https://tinyurl.com/SDDTransition
https://tinyurl.com/SDDTransition

