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What is it about?
Me, Teddy is the story of a fun loving black Labrador told through the unique imagery and style of this picture 
book. Created by Christopher McKimmie, it features lively original artworks, typeface and Teddy’s distinctive 
voice to bring his adventurous world to life. Food and w-a-l-k-i-e-s are at the centre of his world. A humorous 
tone is evoked through the text and images as Teddy describes A foot-flavoured flip flop as tastychewy as a 
rubbery marshmallow … and his blowing of bubbles after eating soap. A well-loved family pet emerges from  
the pages and we are reminded of the distinctive personalities of special animals in our lives.

Me, Teddy is suitable for teaching English syllabus outcomes in Stage 4 and is particularly relevant for teaching 
the concepts of style and character. The English curriculum and general capabilities of Critical and creative 
thinking, Information and communication technology capability and Literacy can be addressed through activities 
associated with this text. K. Hodkinson

Why is this important? Why does it matter?
The text reveals Chris McKimmie’s distinctive style through the interplay of the written text and the visual 
elements in his collages. They include many items such as drawings, painting, food, fur, buttons and photographs. 
The strong layout and framing, coupled with the collage elements, create a childlike innocence and movement 
throughout the text. The written text supports the humorous tone of the visuals through the use of puns, 
simile, alliteration, idiom and the dog’s distinctive point of view. Students learn about the way character 
constructs combine with events and settings to create a narrative which positions and persuades readers by 
influencing emotions and senses. The wavy lines describing food help evoke the smell of the restaurant, and 
ZZRRRRrrrrzzzz… helps the sounds come to life in his neighbourhood. Analysing the character of Teddy leads 
students to explore the values in this text and to consider how the composer has positioned them as the 
responder. Students can also watch how McKimmie’s style is created in the video created by his son. Students 
can engage personally through an exploration of representations of animals in society and composer style as  
a means of guiding their own experimentation and informing their own sense of style.

Related texts:
•  Crikey and cat by Christopher McKimmie
•  John Brown, Rose and the midnight cat by 

Jenny Wagner & Ron Brooks
•  Scarlett and the scratchy moon by 

Christopher McKimmie

Learning and teaching activities in this 
springboard are centred on outcomes and 
content from the NSW English K–10 syllabus  
and the English Textual Concepts resource.

See next page for teaching ideas.

Chris McKimmie, a film by Blake McKimmie 
 by Blake McKimmie

http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/character
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/character
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/character
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
https://youtu.be/54M3xowtu94
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/
https://youtu.be/54M3xowtu94
W
https://youtu.be/54M3xowtu94
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Close study of text activity
A close analysis of this book will enable students to understand how style is used to create effects 
and why it is an important element of the pleasure of a text. Work collaboratively with students to 
annotate a page together (see example), using different colours for the visual and written features 
and writing an overall reflective statement about the success of the page in terms of style, effect and 
pleasure. Students then work collaboratively to annotate a given page and share their findings with 
the class, providing an overview of the book. Use this information to collate ideas and perspectives 
from students about how to define McKimmie’s style in this book and list these findings in terms of 
modes and media and impact. (Understanding, engaging personally and engaging critically.)

EN4–1A
•  identify and evaluate devices that create tone, for example humour, wordplay, innuendo and 

parody in poetry, humorous prose, drama or visual texts
EN4–1A
•  explore and explain the ways authors combine different modes and media in creating texts,  

and the • impact of these choices on the viewer/listener

Character analysis activity
To build on the previous lesson, have students consider the creation of the character of Teddy by 
creating a mindmap describing him. Then have students debate whether Teddy is a good dog. 
Students must use evidence from the text to assert their opinions. Collate a list of the arguments 
students have used as the debate progresses. Then ask students to consider what had influenced 
their emotions and opinions, completing the table. Students can then write a paragraph asserting 
their view of Teddy using textual evidence and discussing the techniques used by the composer  
to position them as the audience. This activity helps students to realise that we are positioned by the 
composer as there are many negative aspects of Teddy in the book yet we love his playful energy 
and mischief. Personal experience, values, social and cultural conditions etc. could also be used to 
analyse our reading of this text. Comparing this representation of a dog/pet to other literary texts 
would also help students see different elements of style which influence responders. (Engaging critically.)

EN4–1A
•  compare the ways that language and images are used to create character, and to influence 

emotions and opinions in different types of texts
EN4–5C
• share, reflect on, clarify and evaluate opinions and arguments about aspects of literary texts.

Framing is used to 
show the words NOT 
THE CAKE! and NO 
TEDDY! are outside  
of Teddy’s thinking 
whilst eating the cake

The framing of his own 
thoughts are linked 
to his reflection after 
the event. Contrast 
between brightness 
of colour used for 
happiness of image 
and red and orange 
symbolising negative 
of text

Font choice mimics 
youth and innocence 
of puppy

Humour created through devices:
• Rhetorical questions: Happy?
• Simile: I was as happy as a pig in mud
• Idiom: Pigging out on the chocolate mud cake
•  Play on words – repetition and multiple 

meanings: mud, happy, pig 
• Dialogue and punctuation: !

Demand as he looks at 
us sharing his delight

The unrefined acrylic 
painting demonstrates 
innocence and 
spontaneity with 
its lack of detail 
highlighting the  
focus on the cake

The placement of the 
candle letters signifies 
the movement and joy 
of Teddy eating the 
cake and link to the 
text of Happy?

The few other items in 
the image help create 
the domesticity of the 
setting

How do I use the text to teach the textual concepts of style and character?

Reflection statement: Teddy’s joy and the humour in the situation create pleasure for the responder. 
The greatest impact comes from the central image of Teddy demolishing the cake as the candles go 
flying. McKimmie’s style is playful, humorous and deceptively simple.

Chris McKimmie, a film by Blake McKimmie 
 by Blake McKimmie

Class debate: Is Teddy a good dog?

                                  YES                                                                             NO

Evidence for Influences Evidence against Influences

e.g: He is 
loved

Lanaguage
Everyone  
I meet 
loves me

Visuals
The image of him 
sleeping in bed 
with his owners 

e.g: He eats 
things he 
shouldn’t 

Lanaguage
NO TEDDY!

Visuals
The angry image of 
Armin walking home 
with only one sandal

http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/understanding-0
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-personally
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-critically
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/character
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/style
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-critically
https://youtu.be/54M3xowtu94
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