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What is it about?
Fabulous frogs is a clever nonfiction picture book that can be read in two ways. Each page has a read aloud 
element and also a short factual description written in smaller font below. This allows the text to be read 
aloud with more or less information available, depending on students’ interests. The visual elements are both 
entertaining and sophisticated, introducing many elements that students could use in their own representations. 
The book presents an excellent opportunity to introduce students to the genre of information texts and the 
concept of representation. It could also be used as a good starting point for a deeper exploration of genre.  
M. Najdovska

Why is this important? Why does it matter?
Students in Stage 1 are beginning to recognise that particular types of texts can be identified through structures 
and features. Fabulous frogs is a hybrid text. The textual structures and language features in this text will support 
learning about the concepts of genre and representation with younger students. The websites for further 
exploration, included at the back of the book, provide an opportunity to discuss different information texts  
on the same topic, identifying similarities and differences between the texts and perhaps even preferences  
for certain informative texts. Students can discuss why some informative texts are better than others.
Fabulous frogs will inspire young students to create short imaginative and informative texts using growing 
knowledge of text structures and language and visual features gained from this reading experience.

Related texts:
•  Big red kangaroo by Claire Saxby  

& Graham Byrne
• Platypus by Sue Whiting & Mark Jackson

Resources:
• Frogs, Australian Museum 

Learning and teaching activities in this 
springboard are centred on outcomes and 
content from the NSW English K–10 syllabus  
and the English Textual Concepts resource.

See next page for teaching ideas.

http://australianmuseum.net.au/frogs-amphibians
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/representation
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/genre
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/representation
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/genre
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/genre
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/representation
http://australianmuseum.net.au/frogs-amphibians
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/
www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/
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Making predictions and justifying ideas
Before reading the text, have students look at the cover and read the blurb at the back. Ask the 
students to predict what this text will be like and give reasons for their answers. Ask the students  
to share their own experiences with factual texts they may have already read. Record contributions 
as a mind map about factual texts.
Compare a photographic image of a frog and an illustration of a frog. Ask students to identify  
the difference between the two visual representations of the same thing and where these kinds  
of images would normally be found. (Engaging personally and reflecting.)
EN1–4A
•  predict author intent, series of events and possible endings in an imaginative, informative and 

persuasive text 
EN1–6B
•  explain personal opinions orally using supporting reasons, simple inferences and reasonable prediction

Imaginative visual representations
During the first reading, read the text as a fun picture book with colourful, interesting pictures 
without the additional nonfiction text, which provides some detailed information about each frog. 
Stop and observe the images on the first couple of double pages and talk about the scale and 
framing of the Goliath frog and the salience of the white background on the smallest frog page. 
Draw attention to how the size of the text is used to reflect the size of the frog. Ask the students 
whether the text is imaginative or informative. Does the text present factual information? Is it  
an imaginative way to present factual information? (Understanding and engaging personally.)

EN1–7B
•   compare different kinds of images in narrative and informative texts and discuss how they 

contribute to meaning (ACELA1453)
EN1–8B
•  identify how imaginative, informative and persuasive texts can vary in purpose, structure  

and topic

Exploring how visual representations and written text support meaning
During the second reading, read all the text on each page. Pause to explore pages 13 and 14. Ask 
students to compare the purpose of the different sized text on each page so far and explore how 
the relationship between the visual and written text affects and supports meaning. Perhaps you 
could demonstrate how long five metres is and discuss why the author and illustrator would have 
made the striped rocket frog look like he has jumped to the next page. Why has the author used 
different sized fonts? How do the illustrations work with the text in this book? Why did the author 
not choose photographs for images? Was this informative text entertaining? Why? (Connecting.)

EN1–4A
•  discuss different texts on 

a similar topic, identifying 
similarities and differences 
between the texts (ACELY1665)

EN1–4A
•  identify visual representations 

of characters’ actions, reactions, 
speech and thought processes  
in narratives, and consider  
how these images add to or 
contradict or multiply the 
meaning of accompanying  
words (ACELA1469)

How do I use the text to teach the textual concepts of genre and representation?

http://australianmuseum.net.au/frogs-amphibians
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/representation
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-personally
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/reflecting
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/understanding-0
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-personally
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/connecting
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Exploring text structures and language features
Identify the text structures and language features of this text using page 15 as an example. Read  
the sentence in the large font. Notice how the author has used a conjunction normally found in  
a compound sentence at the beginning.
Read the words croak, ribbit, rack-rack and chirp and recognise these as words that imitate sounds 
that frogs make (onomatopoeia). 
Read the sentences in the small font. Discuss these sentences with students. Notice the clear factual 
language in simple sentences. Read the compound and complex sentences that use but, although 
and though on the other pages and discuss how these words are used to add different or surprising 
information. Identify some noun groups and discuss the role of the adjectives. Ask students to 
identify the verbs in present tense. Look at whether these sentences have facts or opinions. 
Discover that although the author presents one of the sentences as an opinion, it is actually a fact. 
Female frogs are much quieter. (Understanding and engaging critically.)
EN1–9B
• recognise, discuss and use creative word play, 
e.g. alliteration and onomatopoeia
EN1–7B
•  understand that different types of texts have 

identifiable text structures and language 
features that help the text serve its purpose (ACELA1447, ACELA1463)

Experimenting with text structures and language features
Locate another factual text about frog calls that your students would be able to read. In pairs, 
students read the new text and use this information to compose a new short, informative text to 
replace the small font on page 15. Review sentence structure and punctuation. You may need to 
revise some of the language features required for example, technical vocabulary, noun groups,  
verb groups, tense and text connectives appropriate to the audience and purpose. (Experimenting.)
EN1–4A
•  use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning and begin to analyse texts by 

drawing on growing knowledge of context, language and visual features and print and multimodal 
text structures (ACELY1660, ACELY1670)

EN1–2A
•  create short imaginative, informative and persuasive texts using growing knowledge of text 

structures and language features for familiar and some less familiar audiences, selecting print  
and multimodal elements appropriate to the audience and purpose (ACELY1661, ACELY1671)

Making connections with other texts
When students become familiar with this text and more confident to identify its textual features, 
share a couple of other texts that explore genre in a similar way. You might like to read Big red 
kangaroo by Claire Saxby and Graham Byrne and Platypus by Sue Whiting and Mark Jackson. 
Ask the students whether these texts are imaginative or informative. Do the texts present factual 
information? Is it an imaginative way to present factual information? How are these texts similar  
or different to the text, Fabulous frogs? (Connecting.)
EN1–4A
•  discuss different texts on a similar topic, identifying similarities and differences between the  

texts (ACELY1665)
EN1–7B
•  compare different kinds of images in narrative and informative texts and discuss how they 

contribute to meaning (ACELA1453)

Recreating texts imaginatively and creatively
Ask students to choose their favourite animal: kangaroo or platypus. Pair them up with a friend 
who also likes that Australian animal. Provide support and scaffolding to help students extract 
some interesting facts about their chosen animal using the texts as a source of information. Some 
students in Stage 1 may require scaffolding to comprehend these texts and support to find the 
interesting facts. Once students have chosen the interesting facts about their animal, together 
with their partner, they can recreate a short multimodal text on one page for their animal using the 
textual structures and language features identified in Fabulous frogs. Students can make their own 
choices about how they will compose their informative texts imaginatively, using drawing, writing 
or digital forms of communication. Have students share their texts in a short oral presentation to 
the class. With teacher guidance, students can assess each other’s compositions. Do the students’ 
texts show new understandings about genre and representation How well can the students express 
their ideas about their text, genre and representation? (Experimenting and reflecting.)
EN1–11C
•  recreate texts imaginatively using drawing, writing, performance and digital forms of 

communication (ACELT1586)
EN1–6B
•  rehearse and deliver short presentations on familiar and new topics (ACELY1667)
EN1–12E
•  jointly develop criteria for assessing their own and others’ presentations or compositions with 

teacher guidance.
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And these ones make an awful lot of  noise ... Frogs 
call to let other frogs know they are there. All these 
are male frogs. Female frogs are much quieter.  
The big one in the middle is a bull frog.

http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/understanding-0
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/engaging-critically
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/experimenting-0
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/genre
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/connecting
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/genre
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/representation?
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/experimenting-0
http://www.englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/reflecting
http://australianmuseum.net.au/frogs-amphibians

