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[bookmark: _Toc47510771]Fallacy HSC hub – English Bites
Student support resource to support preparation for the HSC – English Advanced Module C – The Craft of writing.
[bookmark: _Toc47510772][bookmark: _GoBack]Module C – The Craft of Writing 
On the first two pages you will find advice about why this resource will be useful to you and suggestions about how to use this resource.
Resource topic – setting and symbolism in imaginative writing
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[bookmark: _Toc47510774]Resource - setting and symbolism in imaginative writing
How will the activities in this resource help you do well in this module? 
The activities in this resource are designed to support these points from the module description in the Advanced syllabus. Students: 
strengthen and extend their knowledge, skills and confidence as accomplished writers 
express insights, evoke emotion, describe the wonder of the natural world, shape a perspective or to share an aesthetic vision
apply their knowledge of textual forms and features
experiment with various figurative, rhetorical and linguistic devices, for example allusion, imagery, narrative voice, characterisation and tone 
produce their own highly crafted imaginative... texts
NSW Syllabus for the Australian curriculum English Advanced Stage 6 © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales 2017. See the NESA website for additional copyright information. 
[bookmark: _Toc47373191][bookmark: _Toc47510775]Connecting to the examination 
The activities in this resource will help you develop your skills in answering questions in the examination for Module C which are similar to this one from the NESA sample examination: 
Example B (20 marks) 
(a) Choose a character, persona or speaker from one prescribed text that you have studied in Module C. Express the thought processes of this character, persona or speaker by exploring a moment of tension in the text from an alternative point of view 12 marks.
(b) Justify the creative decisions that you have made in your writing in part (a) 8 marks.
Sample questions HSC Examination English Advanced Paper 2 – Modules © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales 2018.
[bookmark: _Toc47510776]Instructions for students using this resource independently:
Writing is best done a little at a time and often; the activities below are designed to be done in approximately 15-20 minutes each. We suggest you do one a day
Writing also works well if it is collaborative; share your pieces with your teacher or a trusted friend and give positive, practical and encouraging feedback
These activities are about sparking ideas and getting you seeing the world around you as a writer would. They are not about being ‘good’ or ‘right’ or punctuation, spelling or grammar. Try these activities in a creative spirit, then work on the details of your control of language later.
[bookmark: _Toc47510777]Activities
Take 15-20 minutes to write each of these scenarios in order to work on your ability to use setting and symbolism to engage the reader when you are writing imaginatively (or even discursively!) As you write, notice some key recurring ideas:
· Writers suggest using symbolism and setting (similar to show not tell).
· Writers constantly experiment, rewrite, and write the same scene from a new point-of-view, then compare versions to develop their characters, stories and themes.
· Writers use the senses (all the senses at one point or another) to develop setting.
[bookmark: _Toc47510778]1. The Room
Describe a bedroom from the point of view of:
· a parent whose child has left home for university
· a child whose parents have just split up, and 
· a teenager who has just been grounded for a month and been sent to their room. 
Use the room symbolically to reflect their mood and use the senses. Key advice here: make the description work for you. What would each character see differently and describe differently that would match the situation?
[bookmark: _Toc47510779]2. When and where are we?
Write the first paragraph of a story that clearly introduces the time and context of the story without ever actually stating the place and time.  
Share it with a partner and ask her to guess the time and place.
As an extra challenge – make it clear that something is either wrong with the scene or that something is about to happen.
As an extra challenge – utilise pathetic fallacy to build atmosphere and mood within the scene. 
Key advice here: use symbolism and setting to suggest. Be subtle. Hint.
[bookmark: _Toc47510780]3. Do I fit?
Write a setting where the character feels comfortable in the place. Then, write another setting where they don’t fit and feel out of place. How could you show/suggest that?
As an extra challenge – utilise pathetic fallacy to build atmosphere and mood within the scene. 
[bookmark: _Toc47510781]4. Weather spot
Choose a weather event to introduce in the first line of a story – how does it set the mood of the story? 
Experiment with how you introduce it:
· start with an adjective
· start with a verb
· use an animal to describe the weather
· vary sentence length and type
· use sentence fragments
· switch the point of view to an inanimate object.
Now, choose one of these and continue the story. How does that first line influence what comes next?
As an extra challenge – did you write the scene in prose? Change it to poetry, or a dramatic monologue. 
Key advice here: use the setting and the weather to set up the mood for a story.
[bookmark: _Toc47510782]5. It’s all Relative
Describe a familiar place, such as a classroom, a beach or a shopping centre, under two different sets of circumstances, such as:
· day and night
· summer and winter
· crowded and empty.

[bookmark: _Toc47510783]6. Happy Holidays?
Write a description of a festive holiday scene. Use details that appeal to your reader’s five senses. Your reader should be able to visualize a picture of holiday foods, music, colours and so on, that are appropriate to the mood you are trying to create. 
Next, try writing a description of a dreary or scary holiday scene. Be sure to use appropriate sensory details again. The smells, tastes, sounds, objects, for example, should be very different from those you picked for your "festive" description. Can you create a story that grows out of one or both of these descriptions?
[bookmark: _Toc47510784]7. My Place
Think of a natural setting that has affected you. The place may be one you visited on vacation once, one you visit frequently, or perhaps it is even your backyard. How does this place affect your thoughts, feelings, mood, and actions? Write an autobiographical piece describing how this setting interacts with your thoughts and/or the actions of your characters.
Key advice here: get very specific. Use details. Not ‘a bird in the tree’, but ‘the black cockatoo scratching its tail feathers against the cone of the banksia seed’.
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Now you have practised using symbolism and establishing setting in your writing write a response to NESA Example B above. Or, create your own version of this sample examination question and write a response to that instead. Swap your response with a peer and provide each other feedback, pay particular attention to the purposeful use of symbolism and the way they have crafted setting for particular effect. 
[bookmark: _Toc47510786]Some great examples for modelling
Here are some prescribed texts that you could use as models for your experimentation with symbolism and setting:
the opening of ‘1984’ by George Orwell
any of the short fiction texts for Module C
the descriptions of place in ‘An Artist of the Floating World’ by Kazuo Ishiguro.
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